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MSCA: A world reference for research and training

21 ) @

International, cross-

Researchers’ Excellent research in
sectoral &

training, skills and all domains . ST

’ interdisciplina
career development (bottom-up mobil?ty &
(all stage of career) approach)

£ I

Structuring impact

on organisations i
and employment through excellent ot el Sty 1e

conditions T —— SMEs

Attractive working Strong collaboration
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The MSCA in Horizon Europe

Horizon Europe budget: EUR 95.5 billion

Pillar 2

Global Challenges and European

Pillar 3

Innovative Europe

Pillar 1

Excellent Science Industrial Competitiveness

European Innovation Council

Health
European Research Council Culture, Creativity and Inclusive

Society

Civil Security for Society
Digital, Industry and Space
Climate, Energy and Mobility

Marie Sktodowska-Curie Actions Food, Bio-economy, Natural

MSCA Resources, Agriculture and

Environment
Research Infrastructures
Joint Research Centre

Widening Participation and Strengthening the European Research Area

Widening participation and spreading excellence Reforming and Enhancing the European R&l system

European innovation
ecosystems
European Institute of Innovation
and Technology

Clusters

2021-2027
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Pillar I: Excellent Science

Reinforcing and extending the excellence of the Union's science base

European Research Council Marie Sklodowska Research Infrastructures
Curie Actions

Frontier research by the best Integrated and inter-connected
researchers and their teams Equipping researchers with world-class research

new knowledge and skills infrastructures

through mobility and training

etsition I e o

€2.4 billion

MO/ 23 Nobel Prize winners either backed by or involved in the Marie Sktodowska-Curie
Actions between 2012 and 2025
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The Marie Sklodowska-Curie Actions
0 Doctoral Networks /e Postdoctoral \ /e Staff Exchanges \

Fellowships

Doctoral programmes in and

_ o o Support to excellent Support for research
out3|.de aca.demla incl. joint & postdoctoral researchers and innovation staff
industrial doctorates exchanges
Total budget DN 2026: €593,03 million 2026: €399,05 million

; . ; . 2027: €95,04 million
Opening call: 28/05/2026 Opening call: 09/04/2026 Opening call: 15/12/2026

DL 24/11/2026 \ DL 09/09/2026 / \ DL 181042027 J
/o COFUND \ @ MSCA & \ /e Choose Europe for \

| Citizens Science
Co-funding doctoral Supporting attractive &
and postdoctoral Public outreach sustainable research careers in
programmes events (Night) Europe for top talent
2027: €51,25 million 2027: €15.71 million 2027: €51.25 million
Opening call: 08/12/2026

DL: 08/06/2027 Opening call: 08/12/2026
\__ DL06/04/2027 _/ \_ - \_ DL: 06/04/2027 __/
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What is a Doctoral Network (DN) project ?

One consortium

Proposing a research project

With interlinked individual PhD research projects

For doctoral candidates




MSCA-DN - Type of actions

Industrial Doctorates |
- Training in academia
+ and industry. |
1 - Joint supervision. |

__________________________________________

_____________________ P —

- Joint Doctorates |
. - Joint collaborations leading toa
' joint/multiple doctoral degree;
- Pre-agreement for joint degrees | Doctoral
required; :
- Joint selection and

supervision.

DN

(Standard)

Doctoral Networks |
(standard)

i Training in academia and/or industry.
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DN expected outputs for doctoral candidates

Research-

related and

transferable

skills
training
Individual Inter-
research sectoral
projects secondmens
Train DCs to

increase

career

opportunities
&

employability

Appropriate International
supervision mobility

Career
development
plan
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DN expected outputs for participating organizations

_ Cooperation & Strengthening
Recruitment knowledge Research &
of EU funded transfer between Innovation
excellent sectors/ capacity
DCs disciplines
TALENT NETWORK CAPACITY ENHANCED
TRAINING
PROGRAMME
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Talent & knowledge
circulation via inter-
sectoral,

interdisciplinary
and international
mobility
Attractive

researchers’ Increase

careers / better ; Europe’s
employment attractiveness
DN expected conliens g/ strengthen

Europe's
impact for Europe capita /

Foster open science, Sustainable
innovation and competitiveness /

entrepreneurship

Sustainable /
collaboration
between
organisations /
sectors
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MSCA-DN strategic value

Being a Trend-setter ;
i «  Emphasis on transferable skills.

______________________ l Structuring

| Structuring Effects Effects

'« Positive impact lasting |

. beyond the lifetime of the
project.

i+ Emphasis on integrating non-
+ academic sector.

i «  Career development plan.
. \ «  Guidelines on supervision.
Being a Trend

«  Structuring the European Doctoral setter i+ Green Charter.
' Higher Education Area and

_____________________________________________________

Networks
the European Research
Area. '
: ] ) ; Attractiveness
-+ Ripple effect catalysing of European . Attractiveness of European Programmes
| institutional culture. | Programmes .« Wider access to courses, expertise and

infrastructure.
«  Skills for innovation and long-term employability.

. » International and interdisciplinary experiences
' widening career prospects.

» Better visibility of European doctoral programmes.
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Funding and Tenders opportunities (Work Programme,
applications, documents, partner search)

MSCA Doctoral Networks 2026 Call documents available in the
F&T Portal as of May 28th

Horizon Europe MSCA Work Programme 2026-2027

Work Programme 2026-2027, 14. Horizontal Activities, RAISE
Doctoral Networks

MSCA website

European Research Executive Agency website
MSCA Guidelines on Supervision

Code of conduct for the recruitment of researchers

Marie Curie Alumni Association
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Resources

Do you have questions?

Ask advice to your MSCA / EU
National Contact Point

Ask your questions about EU
funding, validation of
participants, and others to the
Research Enquiry Service




Stay tuned, stay curious!
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Thank you!
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