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Recommendations on how to make R&Il a driver for sustainable development in AU-EU

relations

This policy study is authored by the Advisory Group (AG) on R&l for Africa-Europe cooperation
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Advisory Group on Research and Innovation-2021

Africa-Europe cooperation in R&I for empowered public
health systems

- Strengthening R&Il capacities in Africa for regional and
bilateral cooperation

- Innovation and Technology Revolution

. Green Transition in Africa

https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/news/all-research-and-innovation-news/advisory-group-african-european-research-and-innovation-cooperation-launched-4-
may-2021-05-04_en 4
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Summary of our findings

e Thematic health priorities: A strong resilient public health system, enforced by vertical programmes
depending on the needs of countries, is key to UHC, built on strategic planning and health systems
governance, health financing and effective development cooperation. Health research priorities must
be based on local health needs, strengthening public health systems and health emergency
preparedness and response.

e Equity in R & | requires involvement of African researchers and stakeholders in the design and
development phase of research programmes. Currently, African countries are mainly involved in the
implementation phases while co-design and co-creation are enshrined in the EU principles of
effective development cooperation. Measures aimed at equity and diversity that encourage and
support women and other minority groups in science are needed.

o An excellent model for collaboration is the EDCTP, an equal partnership and true
co-ownership of strategy and activities between Europe and Africa. EDCTP has
established a well-defined niche in global health, with networks of excellence in
Africa and Europe



Global Health

EDCTPS

EDCTP programme investments 2004-2025
I

Cumulative amounts for signed grants (EDCTP1, 2 and 3)

€1500 M

1304 M

E11FAM

?‘2 W
€1023 F.-’ -

€T M
i519M
EIEEM
€260 M
E1pap E1BIM 103 EINS M E20T M EIDEB M E2T0M
T2 M
43 M

o ou @ .......l

8 —— -

2004 2005 2006 200 2008 2008 2010 2001 EM2 203 24 A5 2016 ENT .-:'LI'IE- 2019 2030 2021 02 2023 2024 25

REDCTP1 ®EDCTPZ2 bridge funding = Global Healh EDCTP3



EDCTP1: 2003-2015

 EDCTP operated as a European Economic Interest Grouping (EEIG) incorporated in
the Netherlands, with its membership restricted to 16 countries in the European

Economic Area.

* The aim of the programme was to pool European resources, funding and
activities to achieve a greater impact against these three Eoverty-re ated
diseases, and to promote a joint approach to global health research funding
amonE European countries. Clinical trials on treatment drugs, vaccines,
microbicides and diagnostics, focussing on HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria.

* A programmatic funding approach was developed that focused on clinical trials as
the core activity with integrated networking and capacity development.

 The EDCTP1 programme also contributed to networking African researchers,
which resulted in the establishment of four African Regional Networks of
Excellence for clinical research. Moreover, the ethics and regulatory environment
was improved by strengthening ethics review capacity and national regulatory
authorities in many African countries.



EDCTP2: 2014-2024

* The scope of EDCTP2 is based on the objectives and achievements of
EDCTP1, with an expansion to cover neglected infectious diseases,
diarrhoeal diseases, lower respiratory tract infections, and emerging
and re-emerging infections affecting sub-Saharan Africa (such as
Ebola, yellow fever and COVID-19), in addition to HIV, TB, and

malaria.

* The legal structure has also evolved to allow EDCTP2 membership to
be opened up to sub-Saharan African countries, thus ensuring a true
European-African partnership.



EDCTP3: 2021-2031

+ In 2021, the European Commission announced the adoption of 10 Europes &
Partnerships set up between the European Union, Member States and/or the
industry, including the Global Health EDCTP3 Partnership.

* According to the Council Regulation establishing the GH EDCTP3 Joint
Undertaking under Horizon Europe, the Global Health EDCTP3 partnership is
defined as a Joint Undertaking, a partnership between two entities — the
European Commission, representing the European Union, and the EDCTP
Association, representing the governments of European and sub-Saharan African
countries participating in the partnership (Participating States).

* The Global Health EDCTP3 Joint Undertaking will support international research
partnerships accelerating the clinical evaluation of drugs, vaccines and
diagnostics for key infectious diseases affecting sub-Saharan Africa, as well as
novel approaches for surveillance and control of emerging/re-emerging
infections in the region and globally. It will also strengthen clinical research
capacity in sub-Saharan Africa.



https://ec.europa.eu/info/news/commission-welcomes-approval-10-european-partnerships-accelerate-green-and-digital-transition-2021-nov-19_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/news/commission-welcomes-approval-10-european-partnerships-accelerate-green-and-digital-transition-2021-nov-19_en
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-12156-2021-INIT/en/pdf
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-12156-2021-INIT/en/pdf

Global Health EDCTP3 governance structure

Bodies of the JU

European and Stakeholders
sub-Saharan Group
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Funding clinical research for medical tools
to detect, treat and prevent poverty-related

infectious diseases in sub-Saharan Africa

2 Collaborative clinical research ‘ Clinical research capacity ; Fellowship programme

to support 140 EDCTP2 projects with to support 92 EDCTP2 projects that to support 205 EDCTP2 felloy
clinical trials and clinical research strengthen the enabling environment for focused on advancing the car 13 2 S
activities conducted by European-African conducting clinical trials and clinical development of researchers ¢

consortia. research activities in sub-Saharan Africa. careers stages.

GL  PID-R
(]

AFRITRAC project secures Global Health EDCTP Association and University of Driven to end malaria: how the EDCTP
EDCTP3 grant to strengthen Africa’s Oxford to partner for a new GloPID-R Association turns innovation into impact
disease modelling capacity Secretariat term

it -

WANETAM holds High-Level Convening Yes! We can end TB: EDCTP Association’s Madagascar joins the EDCTP Association
Workshop on Pan-African Health and impact in Africa and beyond
Clinical Trials Data Sharing in Abuja



Gender dimension

Gender of coordinators and participants in evaluated and

retained proposals

Award 2026

Number of Number of Number of Number of
coordinators in | coordinatorsin Success | participants in | participantsin = Success
evaluated retained rate evaluated retained rate
proposals proposals proposals proposals
Female 28 11 39.29 % 201 72 35.82 %
Male 53 15 28.30 % 388 114 29.38 %
No gender 0 0 0.00 % 2 1 50.00 %
information
_ ToTAL 81 26 3210% 591 187 31.64 %
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BRIDGE NETWORK

€ "f" Scaling Up Research in SSA Countries in Infectious
BRIDGE Diseases: African-European Training Network in

NETWORK Integrated Health Informatics and Data Sciences

View website []

+ @

-

PhD and Post-Doc
opportunities for African
researchers




BRIDGE NETWORK Consortium meeting 2026
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