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Doctoral Network 
15  fully funded PhDs in 

Anthropology



The HEALENAE Universities 



HEALENAE Training Partners



HEALENAE Research Objectives 

1. To produce qualitative,  fieldwork-based knowledge on experiences of 
intersections between health and environmental changes

2. To determine new kinds of expertise needed for the intersected and 
intercontinental fields of environment and health. 

3. To  communicate knowledge generated about interlinkages between 
health and environment, and between Africa and Europe. 

4. To develop transdisciplinary methods and approaches to investigate 
intersections between health and the environment



HEALENAE Training objectives
1. To create a Doctoral Network and field of excellence in the 

anthropology of health and environment in Africa and Europe between 
universities and partners

2. To educate 15 top Doctoral Candidates to produce excellent, relevant 
and critical policy-engaged research addressing interlinked health and 
environmental problems, connections and possibilities in and across 
Africa and Europe. 

3. To disseminate research findings in PhD theses, publications, videos, 
podcasts and an interactive online platform (HEALENAtlas)



Four HEALENAE pillars  
1. Training:  Development of theoretical, conceptual and 

methodological approaches, critical, regional, historical and 
interdisciplinary analysis of health and environmental dynamics and 
challenges. 

2. Fieldwork: Doctoral Candidates will generate first-hand empirical 
data in their field(s) of focus through 12 months of ethnographic 
fieldwork. 

3. Secondment: Doctoral Candidates will be based at their primary 
university and then seconded for one semester to their secondary 
university where their co-supervisor is based

4. Dissemination: writing a PhD dissertation, articles and chapters, 
creating policy briefs, and sharing research findings through various 
modalities. 



Timeline



The HEALENAE double package

1. Doctoral Candidates will be enrolled in two universities and have a 
main supervisor at  their primary university and a co-supervisor at 
their secondary university

2. Go through obligatory courses and requirements at the two 
universities + HEALENAE trainings

3. Evaluation of theses through both universities’ assessment 
procedures  or  combined where possible

4. Candidates will get a dual or joint degree (depending on university
regulations)

5. Candidates are part of a cohort and network



Overall HEALENAE Impact
1. Building an inter-continental research school and network that works 

towards equal research relations between Africa and Europe

2. Continuing to improve supervision and widen the scope of 
internationalisation

3. Developing researcher skills and culture-sensitive knowledge about 
dynamics between health and environment

4. improved employability and career development in and outside 
academia

5. Influencing stakeholders’ and policymakers' understanding of 
interconnections between health and environment




