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2. Doctoral 
Networks
main features



Doctoral Networks - Objectives and structure 

• MSCA Doctoral Networks implement doctoral programmes 

through international, intersectoral and interdisciplinary 

partnerships. 

• They aim to train highly skilled doctoral candidates, stimulate 

creativity and innovation, and strengthen long-term employability. 

• Doctoral Networks include three modalities: 

➢ Standard Doctoral Networks

➢ Industrial Doctorates (ID)

➢ Joint Doctorates (JD)



Doctoral Networks: Eligibility of organisations

Who applies?

• Consortia must include at least three independent legal 

entities established in three different EU Member States 

or Horizon Europe Associated Countries, with at least 

one entity established in an EU Member State. 

• All beneficiaries must recruit at least one doctoral 

candidate and host or supervise them directly or through 

linked associated partners. 

• Not more than 40% of the EU contribution may be allocated 

to beneficiaries in the same country or to a single 

international organisation. 



Doctoral Networks: Eligibility of organisations

Who applies?

• Only entities established in EU Member States or Horizon 

Europe Associated Countries can be beneficiaries

• Entities from non-associated third countries participate 

as associated partners.

• Eligibility to participate is also subject to the ‘Restrictions for 

the protection of European communication networks’ and 

‘Participation of Chinese universities linked to the Ministry of 

Industry and Information Technology (MIIT)’ eligibility 

conditions (see General Annex B of the General 

Annexes).



Beneficiaries Associated Partners

Academic/Non-academic

Signatories of the Grant 
Agreement

Recruitment of 

researchers

Training and/or hosting of 

seconded researchers

Participation in 

Supervisory Board

Directly claim costs

Beneficiaries/Associated Partners



Academic and non-academic sectors

Academic sector

✓ public or private higher 
education

establishments

✓  public or private non-

profit research

organisations

✓ International European

Research Organisations

Non-academic 
sector

✓ any socio-

economic actor not

included in the

academic sector



Doctoral Networks: 
Eligibility of researchers and enrolment
• Supported researchers must be doctoral candidates and must not 

already hold a doctoral degree at the date of recruitment. 

• Researchers can be of any nationality. 

• They must comply with the mobility rule: they must not have resided or 

carried out their main activity in the country of the recruiting beneficiary 

for more than 12 months in the 36 months immediately before 

recruitment. 

• Doctoral candidates must be enrolled in a doctoral programme 

leading to a doctoral degree in at least one EU Member State or 

Horizon Europe Associated Country. 



Doctoral Networks - Joint Doctorates and recruitment

• In Joint Doctorates, at least three independent legal 

entities must be entitled to award doctoral degrees. 

• At least one institution conferring the joint, double or 

multiple doctoral degree must be established in an EU 

Member State or Horizon Europe Associated Country. 



Doctoral Networks - Joint Doctorates and recruitment

• Recruitment must follow an open, transparent and merit-based 

procedure in line with the European Charter for Researchers. 

• Vacancy notices should be widely advertised internationally, 

including on EURAXESS, and should clearly indicate whether 

published rates include employer and employee taxes and 

contributions; the gross salary should also be stated. 



Doctoral Networks - Recruitment duration

• In Standard Doctoral Networks and Industrial Doctorates, 

doctoral candidates may be recruited for a minimum of 3 

months and a maximum of 36 months. 

• In Joint Doctorates, recruitment may last from 3 to 48 

months. 



Doctoral Networks - Secondments

• Secondments must be relevant, feasible and beneficial for the 

researchers, and must be clearly described in the proposal. 

• In Standard Doctoral Networks, secondments are eligible for up to 

half of the actual months spent implementing the research training 

activities. 

• This limitation does not apply to Industrial Doctorates or Joint 

Doctorates. 

• In Industrial Doctorates, doctoral candidates must spend at least 

50% of their fellowship duration in the non-academic sector. 





*Important Note: A country correction coefficient applies to the living allowance in order to ensure equal 
treatment and purchasing power parity for all researchers. This coefficient is the one applicable to the country 
of the recruiting beneficiary (see Table 1 at the end of the MSCA Work Programme part)

Doctoral Networks: Unit contributions

Contributions for recruited researchers
Per person-month

Living 
allowance

EUR 4250* 

Mobility 
allowance

EUR 710 

Family 
allowance

(if applicable)

EUR 660

Long-term 
leave 

allowance

(if applicable)

EUR 4 960

x

% covered 
by the 

beneficiary

Special 
needs 

allowance

(if applicable)

Requested 
unit1

x

(1/number of 
months)

Institutional unit 
contributions

Per person-month

Research, 
training and 
networking 
contribution

EUR 1 600

Management 
and indirect 
contribution

EUR 1 200





Award 

criteria 



Award 

criteria 



• Each criterion will be scored out of 5. 

• The threshold for individual criteria will be 3.

• Proposals scoring equal to or above 70% will be 

considered for funding — within the limits of the available 

call budget. Other proposals will be rejected.

Doctoral Networks: Award criteria





Participants from other countries (i.e. countries that are neither EU Member States nor countries 
associated to Horizon Europe) are not automatically eligible for funding and therefore usually 
have to participate at their own cost. 
They can however receive exceptional funding, if:
− their country is explicitly identified in the work programme and call for proposals as being 
eligible for funding
− the granting authority considers that their participation as a beneficiary is essential for 
implementing the project, for example in view of their:

✓ outstanding competence/expertise
✓ access to particular research infrastructures
✓ access to particular geographical environments
✓ access to particular data.

In addition, a number of non-EU/non-associated countries that are not automatically eligible for 
funding have made specific provisions for national financing mechanisms for their participants in 
Horizon Europe projects. For more information, see Horizon Europe Complementary funding 
mechanisms in third countries.

Exceptional funding for Third Countries non-associated to Horizon Europe Programme
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• Entities established in China that are linked to the Ministry
of Industry and Information Technology are excluded from
participating in any MSCA action.

• This applies to MSCA DN!

• Certain entities may be subject to security-related eligibility 
restrictions (case-by-case, per Work Programme General 
Annexes)

• Chinese institutions may not be eligible to participate in
MSCA proposals that concern the evolution of European
communication networks (5G, post-5G, etc.)

• Exceptions are assessed on case-by-case basis

2026-2027 Work Programme General Annexes Section B 
stipulates certain restrictions for Chinese participation in MSCA 
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3. Strategic Value of 
MSCA Doctoral Networks 
for China



Why MSCA Doctoral networks matter for China

• Access to high-level European doctoral training 

ecosystems 

• Integration into international, intersectoral and 

interdisciplinary consortia 

• Stronger researcher training, innovation capacity and 

long-term employability 

• Platform for durable EU–China research cooperation 



Benefits for researchers

• High-quality doctoral training and joint supervision 

• Development of research and transferable skills 

• International exposure, academic visibility and career 

prospects 

• Stronger links with academia and non-academic 

sectors 



Benefits for organisations

• Increased R&I capacity and internationalisation

• Access to European academic and non-academic 

networks

• Long-term partnerships and future project 

opportunities



China Participation model for China

• Chinese entities usually participate as Associated 

Partners 

• They are not automatically eligible for EU funding 

• Participation is therefore mainly strategic: visibility, 

networks, talent development and long-term 

cooperation 



MSCA Doctoral Networks: A Strategic Gateway for China

ENTRY

Associated Partner
EU consortia
Global collaboration

EXCELLENCE

EU standards
Open Science
Methods

INNOVATION

Academia–
Industry
Transfer
Ecosystems

TALENT

Mobility
Careers
Skills

IMPACT

Visibility
EU–China links
Funding success
Leadership

From Participation → Integration → Leadership
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4. Finding partners
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Funding and Tender Opportunities Portal

Funding and Tender Opportunities Portal

Funding and Tender Opportunities Portal

Funding and Tender Opportunities Portal
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How to find partners F&T opportunities



40

Call page: 

MSCA Doctoral Networks 2026 (HORIZON-MSCA-2026-DN-01)
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-MSCA-2026-DN-01-01

Partner

search

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/calls-for-proposals?callIdentifier=HORIZON-MSCA-2026-DN-01


22.04.2026 horizoneuropencpportal.eu/msca 41



22.04.2026 horizoneuropencpportal.eu/msca 42

https://www.b2match.com/e/radiance-msca



22.04.2026 horizoneuropencpportal.eu/msca 43

https://www.b2match.com/e/radiance-msca



MSCA Matchmaking Platform- Video Tutorial:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C4KlpxAq84w

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C4KlpxAq84w
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5. Doctoral Networks
proposal submission and

evaluation
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Call page: 

MSCA Doctoral Networks 2026 (HORIZON-MSCA-2026-DN-01)
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-MSCA-2026-DN-01-01

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/calls-for-proposals?callIdentifier=HORIZON-MSCA-2026-DN-01
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How to start submitting your proposal



https://marie-sklodowska-curie-actions.ec.europa.eu/



https://marie-sklodowska-curie-actions.ec.europa.eu/actions/doctoral-networks/6-steps-to-prepare-your-
application-doctoral-networks-call

6 steps to prepare your application

1.Get familiar with how funding works
2.Make sure your organisation and consortium can apply
3.Find the best partners to prepare your proposal
4.Start drafting your application
5.Check your application with your peers
6.Submit your application

https://marie-sklodowska-curie-actions.ec.europa.eu/actions/doctoral-networks/6-steps-to-prepare-your-application-doctoral-networks-call#1
https://marie-sklodowska-curie-actions.ec.europa.eu/actions/doctoral-networks/6-steps-to-prepare-your-application-doctoral-networks-call#2
https://marie-sklodowska-curie-actions.ec.europa.eu/actions/doctoral-networks/6-steps-to-prepare-your-application-doctoral-networks-call#3
https://marie-sklodowska-curie-actions.ec.europa.eu/actions/doctoral-networks/6-steps-to-prepare-your-application-doctoral-networks-call#4
https://marie-sklodowska-curie-actions.ec.europa.eu/actions/doctoral-networks/6-steps-to-prepare-your-application-doctoral-networks-call#5
https://marie-sklodowska-curie-actions.ec.europa.eu/actions/doctoral-networks/6-steps-to-prepare-your-application-doctoral-networks-call#6


The information in this presentation is preliminary and subject to the adoption of the work programme

• Check all guidance documents:
➢ Guide for applicants: overview of rules, financial aspects, etc.

➢ MSCA Work Programme and annexes

➢ Proposal templates

➢ Model Grant Agreements

➢ Online manual on how to submit an application

➢ Frequently Asked Questions

• Ask for advice to the MSCA National Contact Point

(list available on Funding and Tenders Portal)

• Submit specific queries to the Research Enquiry

Service (funding, validation of participants, etc.)

Key resourcesand guidance





RADIANCE Doctoral Networks 2025 

Handbook & Submission Guide 

RADIANCE DN Handbook 2025:
https://horizoneuropencpportal.eu/sites/default/files/
2025-09/radiance_dn_handbook_2025_0.pdf

RADIANCE DN Submission Guide 2025:
https://horizoneuropencpportal.eu/sites/default/files/
2025-10/howtosubmit-dn-proposal.2025.pdf

https://horizoneuropencpportal.eu/sites/default/files/2025-09/radiance_dn_handbook_2025_0.pdf
https://horizoneuropencpportal.eu/sites/default/files/2025-09/radiance_dn_handbook_2025_0.pdf
https://horizoneuropencpportal.eu/sites/default/files/2025-10/howtosubmit-dn-proposal.2025.pdf
https://horizoneuropencpportal.eu/sites/default/files/2025-10/howtosubmit-dn-proposal.2025.pdf


2026

MSCA CALL CALENDAR 2026

MSCA DN 202628 May 24 Nov

MSCA SE 202616 Dec 16 Apr

MSCA COFUND 202616 Dec 08 Apr

MSCA PF 202609 Apr 09 Sep



2027

MSCA DN 202726 May 23 Nov

MSCA SE 202715 Dec 15 Apr

MSCA COFUND 202708 Dec 06 Apr

MSCA PF 202707 Apr 08 Sep

MSCA CHOOSE EUROPE 202708 Dec 06 Apr

MSCA & Citizens09 Mar 08 Jun

MSCA CALL CALENDAR 2027



https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/home
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“Nothing in
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Marie Skłodowska-Curie



Thank you
for your attention!

Dr. Corina Georgeta BARNA
Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions National Contact Point
University of Life Sciences "King Mihai I" from Timișoara

https://www.usab-tm.ro/ro/biroul-studenti-straini-2961/biroul-studenti-straini-ri
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