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The MSCA under Horizon Europe

,,,,,,,,,,,,

Pillar |
EXCELLENT SCIENCE

EUROPEAN INDUSTRIAL
COMPETITIVENESS

@ Pillar 1l " Pillar 1l
Ql\)l é GLOBAL CHALLENGES & ) ** INNOVATIVE EUROPE

* Health
* Culture, Creativity & Inclusive
Society

* Civil Security for Society

* Digital, Industry & Space

* Climate, Energy & Mobility

* Food, Bioeconomy, Natural .

Marie Sktodowska-Curie Resources, Agriculture & European Innovation
Actions Environment Ecosystems

European Innovation Council

European Research
Council

Clusters

Joint Research Center European Institute of

Research Infrastructures :
Innovation & Technology

ING PARTICIPATION AND STRENGTHENING THE EUROPEAN RESEARCH AREA

Widening participation & spreading Reforming & enhancing the European R&l
excellence system

European
Commission



Marie Sktodowska-Curie Actions (MSCA)

European
Commission




e
&/
B

2. Staff
Exchanges

Main features



What is Staff Exchanges?

é Research & Innovation mobility action

It equips researchers and organisations worldwide with advanced skills and
cutting-edge knowledge

It fosters mobility of entities from both the academic and private sectors

Hpe
.

Can be combined with other programmes (synergy)

N
I"’
‘@)/ The budget allocated in 2026 call is € 97.92 million
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Objectives

&R

International, Knowledge
inter-sectoral transfer
and between
interdisciplinary participating
mobility of R&l organisations
staff
(secondments)

ﬁ
Collaboration
between the
academic and
non-academic

sectors
(including SMEs)

I,':"\

Cooperation
across the globe
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Added value
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Who can participate in MSCA-SE projects?

Consortium of minimum 3 legal entities in

3 different countries, 2 of which in a different
EU Member State or HE Associated Country

Academic sector 8

i

Non-academic sector

At least one organisation
should be from the non-academic
sector

European
Commission




Minimal conditions for a consortium

The minimal conditions when forming an MSCA
Staff Exchanges consortium consist of three
elements:

Members of consortium: Composed of at least
three legal entities independent of each other.

Countries: Organisations established in three
different countries, of which at least two must
be established in different EU Member States
and/or Horizon Europe Associated Countries.

Sectors: The consortium must  include
participating organisations from both academic
and non-academic sectors.

Minimum

3 organisations

2 EU MS/AC

3 countries

Academic +

Non-academic

- European
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Staff Exchanges in a nutshell

Overview

Minimum number of participating organisations*

3 in 3 different countries

Minimum number of beneficiaries from EU Member

States or Horizon Europe Associated Countries® 2
Min number of participants from Academic sector® 1
Min number of participants from Non-academic sector’ 1

Number of associated partners

No minimum

Max number of person months (PM)

360

Secondment duration®

1 - 12 months

Intersectoral secondments

Must be between academic
and non-academic sector

Ranking lists®

8 (scientific) panels19

Budget 2026

97.92 Million €

European
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Other conditions

Above these minimum requirements, additional organisations established in Member
States/Associated Countries and/or in non-associated third countries can participate
under the conditions provided by the Horizon Europe rules for participation and
dissemination.

Only legal entities that are established in EU Member States or Horizon Europe Associated
Countries can be beneficiaries.

Legal entities located in third countries not associated to Horizon Europe participate as
Associated Partners only.

There is no predefined size for Staff Exchanges projects. Based on previous calls, the
average size of the consortia is between 6 to 10 organisations (beneficiaries and
associated partners). The number of associated partners should remain reasonable and
commensurate with the size of the network

European
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Eligible staff

Seconded staff
members

Any type of staff involved in R&l
activities (researchers,
administrative staff, managerial
staff, technical staff)

Researchers at any career stage
(e.g. from doctoral candidates to
postdoctoral researchers)

4 Each staff member is )
seconded for a period of

1 to 12 months
(may be split into several

\_ stays) )

4 )

Staff needs to be devoted
full-time to the action
during the secondment

- J

—

N

N

After the secondment, staff should return to their sending
institution

7
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Eligible secondments in Europe & AC

.. EU MS/AC BENEFICIARIES

¢
. T
NER

A, )

European
Commission




Eligible international secondments

AT

1. EU MS/AC BENEFICIARIES -

Third Countries Partners

~

AT
Low & Medium
Income TC

High Income TC
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Secondments between two non-associated third countries
are NOT eligible

Third Countries Partners

EU MS/AC
BENEFICIARIES

el S
n .
; N

Low & Medium
Income TC

7~

Non-associated
third country

High Income TC
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Eligibility for EU funding of secondments for sending organisation

"HOSTING"
(receiving seconded staff members)

Organisation Associated Partners Associated Partners
in MS/AC (2) eligible for funding non-eligible for funding

Organisation
in MS/AC (1)
SENDING Associated Partners
(sending staff eligible for funding J % %
members
from organization)
Associated Partners
non-eligible for funding

19 -
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Summary of tasks

Training and/

Sign Grant Secondment . Directly

11

Status Agreement of staff or hosting of | \.im costs
seconded staff

Beneficiary* v v v v

Associated partner** x v v x

* Beneficiaries not requesting EU funding (e.g., not seconding staff, nor hosting staff from an
associated partner from third country eligible for funding) are not allowed under Horizon
Europe rules, except for the European Commission Joint Research Centre (JRC). They can

participate as associated partners only.

** Only secondments from associated partners located in some low to middle-income third
countries included in the List of Participating Countries in Horizon Europe are eligible for

funding.

Beneficiaries sign the agreement — must be eligible
Entities not requesting funding should normally participate as Associated Partners
Associated partner does not sign the agreement and cannot be coordinator.

European
Commission



Key 2026 Updates

Change in consortium composition eligibility rule

Removal of 1-month staff eligibility rule

Removal of 1/3 interdisciplinary rule

Updated Excellence sub-criterion

Minimum threshold of 3 on all criteria

Al technical robustness no longer required under Excellence

European
Commission



Sending and hosting organisations

Secondments must always take place between different countries.

econdments from beneficiaries from EU Member States / Horizon Europe Associated Countries
ane eligible for funding. Funding depends on country category (low and middle-income vs high-
income) and Work Programme conditions

Secohdments from associated partners located in some low and middle-income third countries
‘fo*w;;z;i;ﬁrélud d in the List of Participating Countries in Horizon Europe on the Funding & Tenders Portal
are eligible for funding.

)
)

y, however, receive funding exceptionally, if the granting authority considers that their
articipation is essential for implementing the project. “

European
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Exceptional funding for Third Countries non-associated to Horizon Europe Programme

Participants from other countries (i.e. countries that are neither EU Member States nor countries
associated to Horizon Europe) are not automatically eligible for funding and therefore usually
ave to participate at their own cost.

ey can however receive exceptional funding, if:

heir country is explicitly identified in the work programme and call for proposals as being

v' outstanding competence/expertise

v’ access to particular research infrastructures

v’ access to particular geographical environments
v’ access to particular data.

In addition, a number of non-EU/non-associated countries that are not automatically eligible for
fundi ave made specific provisions for national financing mechanisms for their participants in
orizon Europe projects. For more information, see Horizon Europe Complementary funding
mechanisms in third countries.

European
Commission




EU Grants: HE Complementary funding mechanisms in third countries: V8.0 - 01.01.2025 EU Grants: HE Complementary funding mechanisms in third countries: V8.0 - 01.01.2025

CAj ¢ HORIZON-CL6-2024-CLIMATE-01-7: EU-China international cooperation on

improving monitoring for better integrated climate and biodiversity approaches,
using environmental and Earth observation.

The Overheads Top-Up scheme is available for New Ze
European Commission under Horizon

through the Catalys s
o-funding mechani

c grant. A cap of NZD Through the CFM, Chinese entities participating in the flagship topics are funded by
ch"nese MOST. The exact terms and conditions of MOST CFM calls are published on their
website.
No information: https://www.mbie.govt.nz/science-and-technology/science-

and-innovation/international-opportunities/horizon-europe-research-fund/mbie-horizon- Other Co-Funding opportunities by MOST:
europe-top-up-funding-scheme
MOST also co-funds addltlonal pro_]ects that do not fall under the above flagship topics,

27 The people's RepUbliC Of China (CN) but that are neverthele he flagship |n|t|at|ves Only
Tt projects thats

National programmes or funds that can support Chinese participants in TECh ¥y Readi igi i - irom the
Horizon Europe projects: Sse authorities.

In line with the ongoing discussions on the Joint Roadmap for the Future of EU-China
cooperation in Science, Technology, and Innovation(1], the EU and China have signed an
Administrative Arrangement for the period 2021-2024 to set up a Co-funding
Mechanism (CFM) supports collaborative research projects under two agreed research

Useful links and contacts:

« MOST: Ms. WANG Yingshi email: wangys@most.cn, or in the China Science and
Technology Exchange Centre (CSTEC) Ms. SONG Song, email:

flagship initiatives, one on Food, Agriculture and Biosolutions (FAB) and the other on s T —— +
Climate Change and Biodiversity (CCB) (both sides are now negotiating an updated 2 H""SEW of Sc'e“te and Technolon of the People’s Republic of China: &% AL -
administrative arrangement covering 2025-2027 - discussions are ongoing). In the B2 AR (most.gov.cn); Ministry of Science and Technology of the People's *S

Horizon Europe Work Programmes 2023-2024, this applies to: Republic of China (most.gov.cn)

zfi@cstec.org.cn
» Delegation of the European Union to China: China | EEAS Website (europa.eu)
Delegation-China-Scitech@eeas.europa.eu
EURAXESS <China: EURAXESS China | EURAXESS (eurcpa.eu); Dr. Karlis
Rokpeinis, email: china@®euraxess. net

of Monaco (MC)

Food, Agriculture and Biosolutions (FAB) flagship initiative: the Ministry of
Science and Technology of the People’s Republic of China (MOST) has funded Chinese
participation in four FAB topics:

» HORIZON-CL6-2023-BIODIV-01-15: Integrative forest management for multiple
ecosystem services and enhanced biodiversity.

e HORIZON-CL6-2023-ZEROPOLLUTION-02-1-two-stage: Optimisation of manure c
use along the management chain to mitigate GHG emissions and minimize
nutrients/contaminants dispersion in the environment.

e HORIZON-CL6-2024-FARM2FORK-02-5-two-stage: Animal nutritional
requirements and nutritional value of feed under different production
management conditions;

e HORIZON-CL6-2024-COMMUNITIES-02-2-two-stage: New sustainable business
and production models for farmers and rural communities.

Climate Change and Biodiversity (CCB) flagship initiative: MOST has funded
Chinese participation in three CCB topics: [

¢ HORIZON-CL5-2023-D1-02-01: EU-China international cooperation on data and
model development for pathways to carbon neutrality: focusing on
decarbonisation, energy efficiency and socio-economic implications of the
transition.

¢ HORIZON-CL5-2023-D1-02-02: EU-China international cooperation on blue

carbon. within the Ministry of Finance and Economy has been

funding body.

[1] The development of a Joint Roadmap for the Future of EU-China cooperation in Science, Technology, and Innovation was agreed at . . . . . .
the Fourth EU-China Innovation Cooperation Dialogue of April 2019 and is currently under discussion. It aims at the development of a In practlce, any MoneQaSque Orgamsatlon that wants to submit an appllcatlon under the
research and innovation ecosystem that is levelled, reciprocal, and respectful of R&I values, through the discussion, agreement, and Horizon Europe programme and wishes to receive national funding, must request a
implementation of set framewaork canditions for coaperation. preliminary meeting with the Business Development Agency in order to confirm their
eligibility.
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Horizon Europe

Work Programme 2026-2
15. General Annexes

(European Commission Decision C(2025) 8493 «

Restrictions on the participation of legal entities established in China — In accordance with
the 2019 “EU-China — A Strategic outlook™ communication, the 2021 “Global Approach to
Research and Innovation”™ communication, and the joint conclusions of the 4™ EU-China
Innovation Cooperation Dialogue of 2019, an exercise to develop a Joint Roadmap for the
future of EU-China cooperation in science, technology, and innovation (Roadmap) has been
established between the EU and China. It has the objective to stimulate the development of a
level playing field for cooperation between the EU and China in the areas of science,
technology, and innovation (STI) through the agreement and implementation of a number of
framework conditions for engagement. So far, progress in these discussions has mainly taken
place on the framework conditions linked to research and not on the ones related to innovation.
At the same time, substantive concerns persist, including in relation to the undesired transfer of
IP to China which is supported rather than deterred by both legislative and policy initiatives
such as China’s Made in China 2025 strategy, China’s civil military fusion strategy, China’s
new quality productive forces framework, China’s data security law, the National security law,
China’s cybersecurity law, and a number of other measures aimed at bolstering China’s
technological base in both civil and military domains.

In view of the persistent lack of progress in the discussions on the Roadmap and the substantive
concerns in relation to the undesired transfer of IP to China supported by both legislative and
policy initiatives, cooperation involving entities established in China needs to be calibrated
accordingly. In particular, taking into account the current persistent imbalance as concerns
innovation-related framework conditions and linked effects it is appropriate under Article 22(6)

§ See Article 200(2)(c) EU Financial Regulation 2024/2509.
¥ See Articles 190(2) and 200(2)(c) EU Financial Regulation 2024/2509.

Part 15 - Page 6 of 46

Harizon Eurape - Work progromme 3026-2017
General Amnexes

of the HE Regulation that the eligibility of legal entitics established in China to participate in
innavation-related activities is resiricted Accordingly

(1) Innovation Actions: Legal entities established in China are not eligible to participate in
any Horizon Europe Innovation Action
(2) Research and Innovation Actions: Unless otherwise stated, legal entities established in
China are not eligible 1o participate in any Horizon Europe Research and Innovation
Action (RIA). Under this work programme, in view of their scope and nature a5 well
as the objectives of the associated destination, legal entities established in China are 1o
be considered eligible to participate in Research and Innovation Actions within the
following work programme part destinations
* Cluster 2 - Culure, Creativity and Inclusive Society
o Destination - Innovative Rescarch on Democracy

and Governance
fural heritage and
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Harizm Europe - Work prograwme 20267027
Genernl Annexes

For 1A and RIA acti tioncd abovs d oflegal ablished
in China in any capacity (as beneficiaries, affiliated entities, associated partners, third parties
kind contributions, ar recipients of to third parties (if

any)). Exceptions may be granted on a case-by-case basis for justified reasons. The above
eligibility criteria may again be reviewed in the future in accordance with policy develapments.

Participation of Chinese universities lnked (o the Ministry of Industry and Information
Technology (MIIT) — Based on Artick 22(6) of the HE Regulation, universitics (higher
education establishiments) established in China which are public bodies, that are administered
by or fall under the supervision of the Ministry of Industry and Information Technology (MITT)
are not eligible to participate in any action under all parts of this Work Programme. This takes
into account China’s sp | military wider China-related risks'?, Horizon
Europe’s exclusive civil use application mandate and relevant policy requirements

fions for the Europ networks — The profection of
European communication networks has been identified as an important security interest of the
Union and its Member States "' In line with the Commission Recommendation on the
eybersecurity of 5G networks of 2019'7 and the subsequent report on the EU coordinated risk
assessment of the cybersecurity of 5G networks of 2019, the EU Toolbox on 3G
eybersecurity, " the second report on Member States’ progress in implementing the EU toolbox
on 5G cybersecurity of 2023, and the related Communication on the implementation of the

5G cybersecunity toolbox of 2023, the Commission together with the Member Siates has
warked to jointly identify and assess cybertheats and security risks for SG networks'! The
toolbox also recommends adding country-specific information (¢.g. threal ussessment from
national security services, efc ) This work is an essential component of the Security Union
Strategy and supports the rek J other eritical
infrastructures.

Entities assessed as “high-risk suppliers”, are currently set out in the second report on Member
States’ progress in implementing the EU toolbox on 3G cybersecurity of 2023' and the related
Ce on the of the 3G cy ioolbox of 2023

The toolbox also underlines that further developing European capacities in the area of 5G and
post-3G technologics by leveraging EU Rescarch & Innovation Funding programmes is a
itigating measure. This entails the need to avoid the participation
supplier entities in the of other linked to
communication networks to prevent technology transfer and the persistence of dey

Part 15 - Page 8 of 46
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Horizon Europe - Work programme 2026-2027
General Annexes

Actions (As) under Horizon Europe are designed to support the development, piloting, and
market deployment of advanced technologics. Given their proximity to commercial and
potentially security-related applications, these actions are particularly sensitive 1o issues of
strategic dependence, technology leakage, and foreign mterference. In line with the objectives
set out in the European Economic Security Strategy™’, A Competitiveness Compass for the
EUZ, and related policy documents, the Union must ensure that rescarch and innovation
funding does not contribute—directly or indirectly—io the unwanted transfer of sensitive
technologies or the creation of strategic dependencies. It should also not result in heightened
security risks for the European Union

In this context, the participation of entitics controlled by China in certain innovation actions
pases specific risks to the overall security of the European Union. The risks are determined by
a fundamental regulatory imbalance between the EU and China in the area of innovation and
by an array of Chinese policy and legislative initiatives that increase the level of risk such as
China’s Made in China 2025 strategy, China’s civil military fusion strategy, China’s new
quality productive forces framework, the National security law, China’s cybersecurity law,
China’s data security law, and a number of other measures aimed at bolstering China's
technological apparatus in both civil and military domains. The EU has legitimate concems
linked to the potential risks of allowing entities controlled by China participate in critical
technology areas, particularly those related to aruficial intelligence, semiconductors,
biotechnologies and quantum technologies. To address these concerns, it is appropriate 10
calibrate the participation of Chinese owned or controlled entities accordingly

In light of the above, in accordance with Article 22(5) of the Horizon Europe Regulation,
entities established in a Member State, Associated Country or in an eligible third country which
are directly or indirectly controlled by China or by a legal entity established in China are not
eligible to pasticipate in Innovation Actions where stated in the specific call/topic conditions of
the Horizon Europe Work Programme.

These restrictions apply to Innovation actions that fall within the four eritical technology areas
identified by the European Commission in the Annex to the Commission Recommendation on
eritical technology arcas for the EU's economic security for further assessment with Member
States 2023/2113 as being most sensitive for our economic security: advanced semiconductors,
Artificial Intelligence (Al), quantum

EU restrictive measures — Entities subject (0
Treaty on the European Union (TEU) and Arti
EU (TFEUY as well as Article 75 TFEU™,

e under Article 29 of the
of the Treaty on the Functioning of the
eligible to participate in any capacity,

Officist Jourmal
May

thathe EU Officia &
that of the L Sanctions Mag
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2026-2027 Work Programme General Annexes Section B
stipulates certain restrictions for Chinese participation in MSCA

* Entities established in China that are linked to the Ministry
of Industry and Information Technology are excluded from
participating in any MSCA action.

* This applies to Staff Exchanges!

Certain entities may be subject to security-related eligibility
restrictions (case-by-case, per Work Programme General
Annexes)

Chinese institutions may not be eligible to participate in
MSCA proposals that concern the evolution of European
communication networks (5G, post-5G, etc.)

* Exceptions are assessed on case-by-case basis

European |
Commission




Success Story (Typical MSCA SE)

EU university + China institute + industry
Joint research & training

Long-term partnership built

Follow-up Horizon Europe projects

European
Commission



INOVEC #101086257HORIZON-MSCA-2021-5SE-01

@)
[
4 22 -

) O—0)
The INOVEC project seeks to establish a broad e 23 partners
European network for developing innovative, * 14 based in EU/AC
integrated mosquito vector control methods * 9 entity based ina TC
against emerging arboviruses * 8 SME partners

4 -
@: B ) OVEC
o)
E € 1,407,600.00

(9)) (9
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INOVEC Project Example

unesp v n
s secondment

- I'.J 7: J"/fEC
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What does Staff Exchanges fund?

MSCA Staff Exchanges Unit Contribution

Staff member

unit costs
€ 2870
° eee / Special needs
allowance

Unit cost (if applicable)
per Person Month ‘ requested unit
€5170
Research,
p tralnlng networking
’ & 1300
Management
and indirect costs

€ 1000

1 unit = 1 month of eligible staff

European
Commission

Budget of SE project based on the number of planned secondments




Key features

£

BOTTOM UP TOP UP ALLOWANCE
with different 5170 €:
scientific panels 2870 € - staff allowance

2300 € - organisation

~nO .
9.9

SECONDMENTS

1-12 months per staff

Interdisciplinary
Intersectoral
International

DURATION

4 years

360 person-months
per project (max)

European |
Commission



Staff Exchanges - making a difference

@ A1

WORLD-WIDE
The highest

BUSINESS
PARTICIPATION
participation of Businesses receive an
non-EU countries in estimated 30% of the
MSCA available funding

&R

PATENTS
Significant share

of all patents in
MSCA actions

O,

A

SUCCESS RATE
Between 20 & 30%
depending on the

discipline and on
the year

European
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3. Strategic
Advantages for
Researchers &
Organisations from
China
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Why MSCA Staff Exchanges Matter for China

.o+ Direct access to European research ecosystems & networks

« Integration into high-impact, interdisciplinary consortia
e Strong platform for EU-China scientific cooperation

* Proven pathway to long-term international partnerships

European
Commission




Core Benefits (At a Glance)

i For Researchers
.« Advanced skills & international mobility
yyyyy  Enhanced career prospects & global visibility
e Co-authorship, high-impact publications, citations

e Exposure to EU research standards (Open Science...)

European
Commission




Core Benefits (At a Glance)

i For Organisations

e Strengthened R&I capacity & infrastructure

* Access to European industry & innovation ecosystems
* [ncreased global ranking, visibility & attractiveness
 Development of sustainable international networks

European
Commission




Strategic Added Value for China

Integration into Excellence
* Entry into elite EU research networks
* Adoption of cutting-edge methodologies & standards

Acceleration of Innovation
e Faster knowledge transfer - innovation uptake
e Links with EU industry, SMEs, and clusters

Institutional Internationalisation
e Attraction of international talent
* Reinforced global reputation & partnerships

European
Commission




China in MSCA Staff Exchanges:
Participation, Funding & Strategy

Participation
v Open to Chinese organisations (as Associated Partners)
V.. Strong role in global collaboration networks

Funding Reality

A\ Not automatically eligible for EU funding

A\ Participation usually requires own / national funding

A\ EU funding only in exceptional cases (essential expertise)

Chinese organisations participate mainly as Associated Partners and are generally

European
Commission

not eligible for EU funding, unless exceptional conditions apply.



China in MSCA Staff Exchanges:
Participation, Funding & Strategy

Strategic Positioning

@ Bring unique expertise / infrastructure / data
@ Become indispensable partner
@ Combine with bilateral or institutional funding

MSCA SE is not about funding access — it is about

strategic integration into European research ecosystems.

European
Commission




Long-Term Impact

 Preparation for Horizon Europe & future EU calls
* Higher success rates in collaborative projects
» Development of trust-based EU-China partnerships

 Contribution to global challenges (health, climate, food, etc.)

European
Commission




From Participation to Leadership

Step 1 — Join as Associated Partner

Step 2 - Deliver strong scientific contribution
Step 3 - Build trust & EU integration

Step 4 - Become core partner

Step 5 - Lead future projects

- MSCA SE = entry point - credibility - leadership

European
Commission
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EXCELLENCE INNOVATION TALENT Lalgaer

Visibility

Associated Partner EU standards Academia— Mobility
EU consortia Open Science Industry Careers
Global collaboration Methods Transfer Skills

Ecosystems

< NS /

EU—-China links
Funding success
Leadership

From Participation = Integration - Leadership

European
Commission
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How to find partners?

=
“st (N
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NETWORKING FORMER OR JOINT FUNDING AND
EVENTS CURRENT PROJECTS ___TENDER
(CONFERENCES, COLLABORATIONS OPPORTUNITIE
WORKSHOPS, S PORTAL

ETC.)
\
\
MSCA FUROPEAN NATIONAL

aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa

MATCHMAKING ENTERPRISE CONT, \_
PLATFORM NETWORK POIN Carsia




How to find partners F&T opportunities

European

tuopean | EU Funding & Tenders Portal

Procurement¥  Projects & results ¥

Funding ¥

Calls for proposals European

Commission

Participant register Funding ¥

Partner search Partner search

Filters

1‘ Quick search

EU programmes
Q

Match whole words only

Funding updates

Horizon4Ukraine SN k2 &

I Topic v

Discover the funding & tenders opportunitis

Country

All filters I

News & events ¥

| EU Funding & Tenders Portal

Home > Funding > Partner search

Work as

Procurement¥  Projects & results ¥  News & events¥  Work as an expert  Guidance & documents ¥ par
10000+ item(s) found ’ o ‘ Newest v Wb
There are more than 10000 results, please refine your search criteria.
Programme [ Horizon Europe (HORIZON)
INAGROPEC SOCIEDAD LIMITADA
Private for profit organisation
ZARAGOZA | B Spain
Projects: 0 | Partner search announcements: 14
SYNYO GmbH
Small or medium-size enterprise
WIEN | mmmAustria
& Wk
e European
* *

Commission



Frequently
Asked
Questions

Call page:

MSCA Staff Exchanges 2026
HORIZON-MSCA-2026-SE-01-01

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-
details/HORIZON-MSCA-2026-SE-01-01

Commission

European | EU Funding & Tenders Portal

# Home Fundingv = Procurementv | Projects & resultsv ~ News & eventss ~ Work as an expert = Guidance & documents v
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General information

Programme
Horizon Europe (HORIZON)

Call
MSCA Staff Exchanges 2026 (HORIZON-MSCA-2026-SE-01)

Type of action
HORIZON-TMA-MSCA-SE HORIZON TMA MSCA Staff
Exchanges

Deadline model
single-stage

Topic description

Expected Outcome:
Project results are expected to contribute to the following outcomes:

For staff members

Type of MGA
HORIZON Unit Grant [HORIZON-AG-UN]

Opening date
16 December 2025
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Deadline date
16 April 2026 17:00:00 Brussels time



How do you search for organisations to build a consortium for a particular

project?
Frequently o : :
ijsliie:ns « Participants can search for partners in the Funding

& Tenders Portal directly.

 They can search among the participants in past
EU-funded projects through the "Partner Search"
option in the "How to Participate” menu; a filter can
be applied by keyword, topic or country.

 |nterested organisations can also post a partner
search announcement directly on the topic page.

* For more information on the Partner Search, please
read the IT HowTo.

horizoneuro pencpportal.eu/msca 48


https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/how-to-participate/partner-search
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/funding-tenders-opportunities/display/IT/Find+partners

Ra“-s The Marie Sktodowska-Curie Actions Matchmaking Platform Home Institutions Companies > Login

INFO HOW IT WORKS MSCA-PF MSCA-DN MSCA-SE MSCA-COFUND MSCA-CITIZENS FAQ

The Marie
Sktodowska-Curie

Actions Matchmaking
Platform

THE MSCA
MATCHMAKING PLATFORM




https://www.b2match.com/e/radiance-msca

Fh“ﬁ The Marie Sktodowska-Curie Actions Matchmaking Platform Home Institutions Companies > Login

Welcome to the NEW MSCA matchmaking platform!

1:1 meetings for your future MSCA proposals, inspiring sessions,
informative workshops and more.

The new MSCA matchmaking platform under the RADIANCE project, brings together Academic
Organizations, companies, NGOs, supervisors and other entities from a large number of

MSCA European countries and beyond. This is a unique opportunity to generate new contacts and
ce future successful collaborations in the actual and upcoming MSCA calls.

R

Using this platform, you will be able to publish your company profile and offer your hosting
arrangements to attract Postdoctoral Fellows and Doctoral Candidates. The MSCA
Matchmaking platform will help you to find your partners for Doctoral Networks, Staff Exchanges,
COFUND and MSCA and CITIZENS proposals. Don't forget to include your Marketplace in your
profile!.

26.03.2026 horizoneuropencpportal.eu/msca 50



Plf The Marie Sktodowska-Curie Actions Matchmaking Platform Home Institutions ~ Companies > Login

INFO HOW IT WORKS MSCA-PF MSCA-DN MSCA-SE MSCA-COFUND MSCA-CITIZENS FAQ

THE MATCHMAKING PLATFORM IN 3 STEPS

REGISTER - INCLUDE MARKETPLACE - BOOK MEETINGS

Register Marketplace =~ BOOK MEETINGS




MSCA Matchmaking Platform- Video Tutorial:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C4KlpxAq84w

Fﬁc} The Marie Sktodowska-Curie Actions Matchmaking Platform Home Institutions Companies Supervisors - IPs Marketplace Participants v Login Register

INFO HOW IT WORKS MSCA-PF MSCA-DN MSCA-SE MSCA-COFUND MSCA-CITIZENS FAQ
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Radiance
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( ’ MSEA Matchmaking Platform- Video Tutorial
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C4KlpxAq84w
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How to start submitting your pro

euopean | EUJ Funding & Tenders Portal
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Partner search announcements

43
Searches of partners to collaborate on this topic

‘ View / Edit

LEARs, Account Administrators or self-registrants can publish partner requests for open and forthcoming topics after logging into this Portal, as well as any user
having an active public Person profile.

;._’% § Welcome
“ S European —— - T

= Funding: Submission Service

=— Commission

Start submission

To access the Electronic Submission Service, please click on the submission-button next to the N

corresponds to your proposal. You will then be asked to confirm your choice, as it cannot be ct reate proposz Participants Proposal forms Submit

to the correct entry point. A

0 access existing draft Phposals for this topic, please login to the Funding & Tenders Portal & Create proposal

Please select the type of youlgubmission: Deadline /\ Please submit your proposal at the latest 48 hours before the deadline (to avoid system congestion or system X

@ HORIZON TMA MSCA Staff Bxchanges [HORIZON-TMA-MSCA-SE], HORIZON Unit Gra 16 April 2026 17:00:00 Brussels Local Time incompatibility issues). Late proposals will not be accepted. Don't wait until the end because you are worried about
confidentiality — we will not open the proposals before the deadline.
You can submit the proposal as many times as you wish up until the deadline. Each new submitted version will

26 days left until closure
replace the previgus one. It

Start submission ‘

Call data
Find your organisation

Call: HORIZON-MSCA-2026-SE-01
PIC ®*

250
name

pted with. (Click to select)

Topic: HORIZON-MSCA-2026-SE-01-01
Type of action: HORIZON-TMA-MSCA-SE

Organisations you have been previously assos

Type of MGA: HORIZON-AG-UN
PIC: 987914058

& Topic and type of action can only be changed by
creating a new proposal.
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Staff Exchanges — call 2026

For detailed information about the Staff Exchanges, including the eligibility conditions and implementation modalities,
please check the corresponding sections in the MSCA Work Programme and the dedicated Funding & Tenders portal page.
Additional useful information for applicants on the Staff Exchanges can be found in the:

Info session recording and Q&A session (3 March 2026)
oStaff Exchanges Guide for Applicants 2026
eGeneral annexes of the work programme
eProposal template and instructions on how to fill it in
*6 steps to prepare your application for the 2026 Staff Exchanges call
oStaff Exchanges informative flyer (coming soon)
* MISCA specific evaluation forms used by the expert evaluators
eSpecific FAQs for Staff Exchanges call 2026
In order to help the REA select the appropriate expert evaluators whose expertise best matches your proposal, you will be
asked to select specific keywords in the proposal template. These keywords should also be considered if your proposal
includes interdisciplinary secondments following the instructions provided in the Guide for Applicants.
Any additional useful documents can be found on the call page.
Access the proposal online form for all Staff Exchanges modalities (the link is available under ‘Start submission section).
Discover more about MSCA Staff Exchanges from successful beneficiaries!

https://rea.ec.europa.eu/funding-and-grants/horizon-europe-marie-sklodowska-curie-actions/horizon-europe-msca-how-
apply_en#staff-exchanges--call-2026


https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/wp-call/2026-2027/wp-2-marie-sklodowska-curie-actions_horizon-2026-2027_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-MSCA-2026-SE-01-01?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance&keywords=msca&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502,31094503&frameworkProgramme=43108390
https://marie-sklodowska-curie-actions.ec.europa.eu/event/qa-session-msca-staff-exchanges-call-2026
https://circabc.europa.eu/ui/group/3a6e8dc6-419a-4d8b-b9c2-12212e059d3f/library/1d5b8819-3f43-4039-ac74-50aeffd4d5ec/details?download=true
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/wp-call/2026-2027/wp-15-general-annexes_horizon-2026-2027_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/temp-form/af/af_he-msca-se_en.pdf
https://marie-sklodowska-curie-actions.ec.europa.eu/actions/staff-exchanges/6-steps-to-prepare-your-application-staff-exchanges-call
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/temp-form/ef/ef_he-msca_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-MSCA-2026-SE-01-01?keywords=staff%20exchanges&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502,31094503&frameworkProgramme=43108390&order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance
https://rea.ec.europa.eu/document/download/9f1c22b9-52af-4e50-9f54-3c2fcef8b3cd_en?filename=MSCA%20Keywords.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-MSCA-2026-SE-01-01?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance&keywords=msca&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502,31094503&frameworkProgramme=43108390
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/HORIZON-MSCA-2026-SE-01-01?order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=relevance&keywords=msca&isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502,31094503&frameworkProgramme=43108390
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLvpwIjZTs-Lg0XUFeonso5hBQ_nkyTXMT

6 steps to prepare your application

1.Get familiar with how funding works

2.Make sure your organisation can apply and your staff is eligible to take part

3.Find the best partners to prepare your proposal

4.Start drafting your application

5.Check your application with your peers

6.Submit your application

https://marie-sklodowska-curie-actions.ec.europa.eu/actions/staff-exchanges/6-steps-to-prepare-your-application-staff-
exchanges-call


https://marie-sklodowska-curie-actions.ec.europa.eu/actions/staff-exchanges/6-steps-to-prepare-your-application-staff-exchanges-call#1
https://marie-sklodowska-curie-actions.ec.europa.eu/actions/staff-exchanges/6-steps-to-prepare-your-application-staff-exchanges-call#2
https://marie-sklodowska-curie-actions.ec.europa.eu/actions/staff-exchanges/6-steps-to-prepare-your-application-staff-exchanges-call#3
https://marie-sklodowska-curie-actions.ec.europa.eu/actions/staff-exchanges/6-steps-to-prepare-your-application-staff-exchanges-call#4
https://marie-sklodowska-curie-actions.ec.europa.eu/actions/staff-exchanges/6-steps-to-prepare-your-application-staff-exchanges-call#5
https://marie-sklodowska-curie-actions.ec.europa.eu/actions/staff-exchanges/6-steps-to-prepare-your-application-staff-exchanges-call#6

MSCA SE Proposal Evaluation: What Matters

EXCELLENCE (50%)

e [nnovation

e Knowledge transfer
e |[nterdisciplinary
approach

e

IMPACT (30%)

e Career development
e Partnerships
e Societal relevance

&

N

J

IMPLEMENTATION (20%)

e Work plan
e Secondments
e Risk management

Minimum threshold: 3/5 for each criterion

European
Commission




What Evaluators Expect

Excellence

* Clear, innovative objectives

e Strong knowledge transfer
 Interdisciplinary & intersectoral approach

European
Commission




What Evaluators Expect

Impact

e Career development of staff

* Long-term partnerships

e Scientific, societal & economic relevance

European
Commission




What Evaluators Expect

Implementation

* Coherent work plan (WPs, deliverables)
* Balanced secondments

* Risk management & governance

European
Commission




@ Evaluator Reality

= Weak proposals = mobility without knowledge transfer

\ Strong proposals = knowledge ecosystems with mobility
as a tool

European
Commission



Evaluation

Formula for Staff Exchanges success stories

European
Commission



How to Build a Winning Proposal

* Align objectives + methodology + secondments
. * Demonstrate real knowledge exchange (2-way, measurable)

e Ensure strong consortium balance (EU + TC + industry)

* Provide measurable impact & dissemination strategy

 Demonstrate long-term collaboration potential

- Key formula: Excellence x Implementation - Impact

European
Commission




Top Mistakes to Avoid

X{ Mobility with no real knowledge transfer
X Weak intersectoral dimension

X Unbalanced secondments

X Vague impact

>{ No long-term vision

“If your secondments can be removed without affecting the
project, your proposal will not be funded.”

European
Commission




Secondments: What Is Really Eligible

Core Rules

v 1-12 months (can be split)

v Full-time commitment

v Return to sending institution

Geographical Rules

v Must be international mobility
v Between different countries

European
Commission




Secondments: What Is Really Eligible

© CRITICAL RULE
Y NO secondments between two non-associated third countries

Sectoral Rules
v Intersectoral (academic € non-academic strongly encouraged)

Evaluator Lens

¢ Not mobility - structured knowledge transfer

European
Commission
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Strategic Tips '

'\« Choose panel & keywords strategically
. = Highlight the EU dimension

. e Ensure coherence & realism

« Get external feedback (NCP, peers)

European
Commission




Key Takeaway

- MSCA Staff Exchanges are not just mobility —
they are a strategic gateway for China to:

* |ntegrate into European excellence
* Accelerate innovation capacity

European
Commission
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Marie Sktodowska-Curie Actions

Developing talents, advancing research

About )
Home MSCA v Actions

You are here: Home

https://marie-sklodowska-curie-actions.ec.europa.eu/

What's Science is
v

Funding w Jobs ReSaurEes; ¥ new Wonderful!

Supporting excellence in research and

innovation

The Marie Sktodowska-Curie Actions are the European
Union's reference programme for doctoral education
and postdoctoral training.

Discover the MSCA

30 years of
MSCA




Q&A session on the MSCA Staff Exchanges call 2026

European Research Executive Agency (REA), 03.03.26 (Online)

You can‘access the session here : Q&A session: MISCA Staff Exchanges call 2026 - Marie Sktodowska-Curie Actions

https //marle sklodowska-curie-actions.ec.europa.eu/event/qa-session-msca-staff-exchanges-call-2026

* On that page you can also watch the pre-recorded info session and learn

more about the key features of Staff Exchanges, familiarise yourself with the
application process and access insightful tips to help you draft proposals:

Introduction and policy context
2026 Call and novelties
Evaluation process

Proposal submission

Tips for a good proposal

Open Science

Ethics

Conclusion and Q&A

European
Commission



https://marie-sklodowska-curie-actions.ec.europa.eu/event/qa-session-msca-staff-exchanges-call-2026
https://marie-sklodowska-curie-actions.ec.europa.eu/event/qa-session-msca-staff-exchanges-call-2026

Ra@n

RADIANCE Staff Exchanges 2026
Handbook & Submission Guide

* RADIANCE Staff

MSCA

in Table 1 Moce detais i terms of actual implemestation should be peonaded i the

Werk Package’ (WP List
Work | Aciivity Type (e | Nwmberof | Lead o
Research, Traiming, | person | partici- | month | month

pant

The tae of the scieseific Work Packages should give s oo idea of the scope ofth research & i

sion cbjectrves of that Work Package

« The ressarch and Fnovabon cbyecine
measirsie and resiaicaly achievable. The messures 12 verlly hem have boen

ve b vary clely deined and o detuied T

expiained commengly
The speaic

woning,
weich s futher
wh scm wvel of quaniitcason
. » very good of e rtand
org
Bayons the stale of 2 art
. coraortum a
aressed It
e are Ay 1 i vt (he siated research cepecives
0 ot ccotaat and agunt
oo
ot ane.a by

0MGOUCING Eoth e reSMATCh ks W o (9 ch TP

The pecgoas ity dermesy e e #a sies obcives o (eals1cady achieratin, win

B ideetfie $1ring pan 8033 18am Pl possesses {he roEsary Campeterces and e

wred and e coneapording K

athods and ralurss

o necasiary focus. Thare i o

1.2 Souniduess of the peoposel metbodolezy 1pprosch 1o foster laternationsl,intersectorsl 4ad.

o suftrntly

o ck detais, b o0

crusey

schvevacie wihn the time frame o e proposed resesrch
(Gescrpton of e state-ol.he-art i cutdaed and nct adoqutely preserdad, and he -
S pe———————

pociaion o swverlrelerees publcaion, s serce Fuce

i mspocts of 1 resewch

these wil ey

nary collabseations

Are there deailodpls
R projcts thee ke

Some-sector seconds
amid Horizon Exwep

* RADIANCE Staff

. Exc
roject pr hangeS

Work Package Leader:

Exocidg

Exchanges Submission Guide

Radiance
fance Scroll down

WECA S1afl Exchan,

T

IS

Radian¢é

Download the documents

Radianée

Jasck

Radiance
Guide for Applicants

nce
Guide for Applicants and other useful documents



https://horizoneuropencpportal.eu/sites/default/files/2026-02/radiance_handbook_staff-exchanges_2026.pdf
https://horizoneuropencpportal.eu/sites/default/files/2026-02/howtosubmit-se-proposal.2026.pdf
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MSCA CALL CALENDAR 2026

16 Dec  MSCA COFUND 2026 08 Apr

16 Dec MSCA SE 2026 16 Apr

09 Apr MSCA PF 2026 09 Sep
28 May MSCA DN 2026 24 Nov
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MSCA

Ra@nge

MSCA CALL CALENDAR 2027

08 Dec MSCA CHOOSE EUROPE 2027 06 Apr

08 Dec  MSCA COFUND 2027 06 Apr

MSCA SE 2027 15 Apr

MSCA & Citizens 08 Jun

07 Apr MSCA PF 2027 08 Sep

26 May MSCA DN 2027 23 Nov
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EU programmes

Funding updates

I Horizon4Ukraine

Discovel the Tunding & tenaers opportunities

Find out how to participate by following these key steps.

Find calls for proposals Find calls for tenders

Explore the available EU funding opportunities by searching for calls for proposals within your Find business opportunities in the calls for tenders managed by EU institutions, bodies and
topics of interest, find partners and submit a proposal. agencies.

View projects and results Work as an expert

Browse through EU funded projects and learn about the results. Invest in opportunities and get Proposals and projects need evaluations, monitoring and domain-specific knowledge advice
inspired by the highlights and success stories. from experts.

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/calls-for-proposals
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Reference documents
How to participate

FAQ

7- ' Helpdesk & support

SME Self-assessment tool

Discover the funding & tenders opportunities
Videos

Find out how to participate by following these key steps.

Find calls for proposals Find calls for tenders

Explore the available EU funding opportunities by searching for calls for proposals within your Find business opportunities in the calls for tenders managed by EU institutions, bodies and
topics of interest, find partners and submit a proposal. agencies.

View projects and results Work as an expert

Browse through EU funded projects and learn about the results. Invest in opportunities and get Proposals and projects need evaluations, monitoring and domain-specific knowledge advice

inspired by the highlights and success stories. from experts.




“Nothing in
life is
to be feared;
it is only
to be
understood”

Marie Sktodowska-Curie
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Thank you
for your attention!

Dr. Corina Georgeta BARNA
Marie Sklodowska-Curie Actions National Contact Point
University of Life Sciences "King Mihai |" from Timisoara B = Corrmiscion
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https://www.usab-tm.ro/ro/biroul-studenti-straini-2961/biroul-studenti-straini-ri
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