
Staff Exchanges
Sandra Pinto Marques

sandra.pinto-marques@ec.europa.eu

16 February 2026

European Research Executive Agency

REA

mailto:sandra.pinto-marques@ec.europa.eu
mailto:sandra.pinto-marques@ec.europa.eu
mailto:sandra.pinto-marques@ec.europa.eu


EU Funding & Tenders Portal



Reference Documents

MSCA 
Work 

Programme  
& annexes

Guide for 
Applicants

Proposal 
templates

HE 
Programme 

Guide

Frequently 
Asked 

Questions

Model 
Grant 

Agreement
https://rea.ec.europa.eu/dos-and-donts-when-applying-funding_en

Staff Exchanges INFO DAY (last slide)
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Before starting to write your proposal



Partner search

https://euraxess.ec.europa.eu/worldwide/lac/looking-partners-prepare-horizon-europe-proposal



How to start writing your proposal



Proposal documents
Coordinator takes the lead

Part A 

(structured data) 
Part B (1+2)

(description of action)

HORIZON-MSCA-2026-SE-01

HORIZON-TMA-MSCA-SEPart A:

➢ Admin details

➢ Budget

➢ Ethics/ Security

Part B1:

➢ Excellence

➢ Impact
➢ Quality & Efficiency

of the Implementation



Part A

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-

2027/common/guidance/list-3rd-country-participation_horizon-euratom_en.pdf



Part B
Tips

Part B1 has 

a page limit

Award criteria

Keep in mind what 
evaluators are asked to 

assess

Follow available 
guidelines

Use the structure provided 
in the template and 

address all the evaluation 
criteria – font/ page limit

Secondments

Link academic and non-
academic, demonstrate 

mutual benefit, align them 
with objectives, 

demonstrate 
complementarity

Get a second opinion

Have your proposal proof-
read by a colleague and 

pre-screened by your NCP

Sustainability of 
collaboration

Describe the benefits of 
cooperation and how they 
can go beyond this project



Award criteria

Excellence Impact
Quality and efficiency 

of the implementation
Quality and pertinence of the project’s 

research/innovation objectives (and the extent to 

which they are ambitious, and go beyond the state 

of the art)

Developing new and lasting research collaborations, 

achieving transfer of knowledge between participating 

organisations and contributing to improving research and 

innovation potential at the European and global level

Quality and effectiveness of the work plan, 

assessment of risks, and appropriateness of the 

effort assigned to work packages 

Soundness of the proposed approach to foster 

international, intersectoral and interdisciplinary 

collaborations

Credibility of the measures to  enhance the career 

perspectives of staff members and contribution to their skills 

development

Quality, capacity and role of each participant, 

including hosting arrangements and extent to 

which the consortium as a whole brings together the 

necessary expertise Soundness of the proposed methodology 

(including consideration of the gender dimension 

and other diversity aspects if relevant for the 

research project, and the quality of open science 

practices)

Suitability and quality of the measures to maximise expected 

outcomes and impacts, as set out in the dissemination and 

exploitation plan, including communication activities

Quality of the proposed interaction between the 

participating organisations in light of the 

research and innovation objectives.

The magnitude and importance of the project’s contribution to 

the expected scientific, societal and economic impacts

50% 30% 20%

The threshold for all criteria will be 3



EC Expert Database-Register
https://rea.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2021-10/MSCA%20Keywords.pdf
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Thank you
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Slides 6, 8, 9, 10, 17:  elements concerned, source: https://www.freepik.com

Slide 11: elements concerned, source: https://www.freeflagicons.com

To find out more 
a Staff Exchanges information day recording is 
available (Mozilla Firefox): 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xbpG1PGC-zQ
Q&A session: MSCA Staff Exchanges call 2026 - Marie 
Skłodowska-Curie Actions

#SE2026
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